
Victoria Festival
of Authors

2020



Dear Reader,

The world was a very different place when we invited the authors you’ll listen to this
week. It was possible, then, to imagine these writers together, reading and discussing
their work only feet away from a live audience, rather than through their computer
screens.

And yet, though the world has changed, the relevance of this year’s offerings has only
increased. The authors in our panel Simply Unbelievable: Fresh Fiction for
Unfathomable Times all, as moderator Matthew J. Trafford states, “bravely contend
with the contemporary crisis of credibility.” Together they will discuss how beliefs—
about ourselves and about the systems of power we live within—can have direct and
dire consequences on the way the world moves. The panelWriting in a Time of Slow
Disaster brings together four authors who, through a variety of approaches and
topics, are exploring what it means to be working in our present time of social
upheaval and global climate disaster. Guest curator K.P Dennis’s panel Queer
Existence is Resistance will explore the power and importance of QT2BIPOC
futurisms in shaping and reframing the world we currently inhabit.

Other offerings include three powerful voices writing for teens and tweens in Between
Worlds. In Truth, Trauma, Beauty, Beast, authors whose works in essay, poetry, and
narrative freshly inhabit the world of memoir wrestle the truth in their stories in
pursuit of a reconciling witness. For this year’s In Conversation offering, Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson, who author Billy-Ray Belcourt describes as a “historian for our
future”, will discuss her book Noopiming with artist Carey Newman. Our prose and
poetry nights have transformed into podcasts, carefully crafted for you by Martin
Bauman. Yvonne Blomer and Beth Kope’s annual Forest Poet-Tree Walk has been
recorded for you as both a webcast and podcast with the hope that you can find your
own slice of the natural world in which to watch or listen.

Our festival begins and ends in local voices. Great Minds Don’t Think Alike will bring
four local authors together in a panel moderated by Darrel J. McLeod. On Sunday
evening, in conjunction with the Victoria Book Prize Society, the City of Victoria Butler
Book Prize and the City of Victoria Children’s Book Prize will be awarded.

In an essay in The Nation, Toni Morrison recounted the despair she felt after the 2004
US election. She told a friend she couldn’t even bear to write. Her friend responded,
“This is precisely the time when artists go to work. There is no time for despair, no place
for self-pity, no need for silence, no room for fear. We speak, we write, we do language.
That is how civilizations heal.”

Our aim for this year’s virtual, free VFA is to deliver connection, and hope, and change
through words—the reading and the writing of them.

Until we meet in person.

Laura Trunkey
Festival Producer



Day 3 | Oct. 2 Queer Existence is Resistance: The Power of QT2BIPOC Futurisms

Day 2 | Oct. 1 Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

Day 1 | Sept. 30 Podcasts released on website

Day 4 | Oct. 3 Truth, Trauma, Beauty, Beast
Simply Unbelievable: Fresh Fiction for Unfathomable Times
Writing in a Time of Slow Disaster

Day 5 | Oct. 4 BetweenWorlds: Voice, Community, and Coming of Age
In Conversation:
Leanne Betasamosake Simpson with Carey Newman
2020 Victoria Book Prizes

Festival Overview
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SPONSORS

The Victoria Festival of Authors gratefully acknowledges the support of the
following organizations and individuals:
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Individual Donors:
Judy Bader, Enid Elliot, Leah Fowler, Lynda
Gammon, Angie Killoran, Annie Weeks

Funded in part by the Government of Canada's Emergency Community Support





September 30

7

POETRY PODCAST

This podcast brings together three exhilarating collections of poetry. Evelyn Lau’s
Pineapple Express is rooted in the mind and its disorders and probes the landscape of
mid-life in all its manifestations. The poems explore moods, medications and side
effects, capturing the flatness of depression while still making the language sing. Jane
Munro’s Glass Float considers the widening of horizons that border and shape our lives,
the familiarity and mystery of conscious experience, and the deepening awareness
that comes with a dedicated practice such as yoga. Yusuf Saadi’s debut collection,
Pluviophile, veers through various poetic visions and traditions in search of the sacred
within and beyond language. The poems continually revitalize form, imagery, and
sonancy to reconsider the ways we value language, beauty, and body.

Hosting andmusic by Vancouver writer andmusician Leanne Dunic, singer and
guitarist of The Deep Cove

with Evelyn Lau, Jane Munro, Yusuf Saadi

Release Date: Wednesday, September 30

https://victoriafestivalofauthors.ca/podcasts


September 30
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PROSE PODCAST

This podcast features four captivating new works in prose. With ruthless wit and
dizzying energy, Zsuzsi Gartner’s The Beguiling explores blessings and curses, sainthood
and sin, mortality and guilt in all its guises. Catherine Hernandez’s Crosshairs, which
Booklist describes as “raw yet beautiful, disturbing yet hopeful”, is set in a near-future
with rampant homelessness and devastation, and a government-sanctioned regime
called the Boots that seizes the opportunity to force communities of colour, the
disabled, and the LGBTQ2S into labour camps in the city of Toronto. In Disfigured: On
Fairy Tales, Disability and Making Space, Amanda Leduc looks at fairy tales from the
Brothers Grimm to Disney, showing us how they influence our expectations and
behaviour and linking the quest for disability rights to new kinds of stories that
celebrate difference. Set on five continents and spanning nearly a century, Jack Wang’s
deeply affecting story collection We Two Alone traces the long arc and evolution of the
Chinese immigrant experience.

Hosting andmusic by Victoria-basedmusician, The New Pornographers member
(vocals, keyboard, and guitar), and City of Victoria Artist-in-Residence Kathryn
Calder

with Zsuzsi Gartner, Catherine Hernandez, Amanda Leduc, Jack Wang

Release Date: Wednesday, September 30

https://victoriafestivalofauthors.ca/podcasts


September 30
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FOREST POET-TREEWALK PODCAST ANDWEBCAST

Return to the third annual Forest Poet-Tree Walk, virtually. Four poets will share poems
that speak to their own unique geographic diversity: from BC (Arleen Paré), Yukon
(Joanna Lilley), Alberta (Jenna Butler), and Nova Scotia (Annick MacAskill). Listen to
their poetic insight and responses to land, water, and sky. The walk has been recorded
as a webcast and podcast, so you can follow their path or your own slice of the natural
world in which to watch and listen. Find solace when immersed in landscape and the
deep connection we can make if we are there to listen.

Hosted and created by Yvonne Blomer and Beth Kope

with Jenna Butler, Joanna Lilley, Annick MacAskill, Arleen Paré

Release Date: Wednesday, September 30

https://victoriafestivalofauthors.ca/podcasts


Dear readers and writers of Victoria and beyond.
THANK YOU.

Munro’s is a proud sponsor and supporter of the VFA,
as well as the literary community in Victoria and the

rest of Canada. But we are only able to do that
because of your con�nued support for us.

We hope you enjoy the first ever virtual fes�val. Visit
our bookstore to browse all the authors’ books or find

them at MUNROBOOKS.COM.



October 1

Thursday, October 1, 7:30-9:00
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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GREAT MINDS DON’T THINK ALIKE

Victorians can claim writers John Barton (Lost Family), Lorna Crozier (Through the
Garden), Kyeren Regehr (Cult Life), and Madeline Sonik (Fontainebleau) as belonging to
our vibrant, rich literary community. With strong voices and distinct styles, their works
span the range from poetry to prose, memoir to fiction. Join them for a panel
moderated by Darrel J. McLeod that will be as intriguing as the works are diverse.
Darrel will facilitate a free-ranging discussion on a variety of topics beginning with
style, structure, form, and their relationship to content.

Moderated by Darrel J. McLeod

with John Barton, Lorna Crozier, Kyeren Regher, Madeline Sonik

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/great-minds-dont-think-alike-tickets-119098664311




October 2

Friday, October 2, 7:30-9:00
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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QUEER EXISTENCE IS RESISTANCE:
THE POWER OF QT2BIPOC FUTURISMS

As QT2BIPOC, our existence is science fiction. We live as a product of our ancestor’s
collective dreams, imagination, and their relentless fight against the post-apocalyptic
regime of European colonization. As we sit twenty years into the new century, uprisings
grow, and the call for change is making people ask, “If not this world, then what?”

In this panel discussion, we will explore the power and importance of QT2BIPOC
futurisms in shaping and reframing the world we currently inhabit. We will discuss the
importance of storytelling, writing through our own personal truths, magic, and the
role of the artist in this time of uprising, burning, and re-creation. We will discuss joy as
revolution, queer love, and the ever-important question, “What next?”

Curated andmoderated by K.P Dennis

with Serena Lukas Bhandar, Danny Ramadan, jaye simpson

QUEER EXISTENCE IS RESISTANCE:
THE POWER OF QT2BIPOC FUTURISMS

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/queer-existence-is-resistance-the-power-of-qt2bipoc-futurisms-tickets-119100880941


October 3

Saturday, October 3, 1:00-2:30
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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TRUTH, TRAUMA, BEAUTY, BEAST

Join a conversation and reading with three writers whose work in essay, poetry, and
narrative freshly inhabit the world of memoir. In Disfigured, Amanda Leduc illuminates
the connections between fairy tales and disability as she explores her relationship to
her own body. Michael Prior’s collection, Burning Province, holds intergenerational
trauma and cultural legacy at centre in poems that blaze with the experience of his
Japanese grandparents in a BC internment camp. From the Ashes, Jesse Thistle’s #1
national bestseller, recounts with bracing honesty his struggle out of a life of abuse,
addiction, and trauma, and back into his redemptive Indigenous inheritance. Tracing
bloodline, history, memory, and the body, these writers wrestle the truth in their
stories in pursuit of a reconciling witness.

Moderated by Carla Funk

with Amanda Leduc, Michael Prior, Jesse Thistle

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/truth-trauma-beauty-beast-tickets-119102028373


October 3

Saturday, October 3, 4:00-5:30
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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In the midst of unprecedented global uncertainty, what each of us believes—about
ourselves and about the systems of power we live within—can have direct and dire
consequences on the way the world moves.

Join these four novelists whose work bravely contends with the contemporary crisis of
credibility. A woman’s grief turns her into a magnet for dark stories—or possibly even a
saint—as strangers confess their deepest secrets to her. Racialized queer people fight
an oppressive regime that puts those deemed “Other” into concentration camps. The
youth of an alternative community struggle to follow the rules their charismatic
founder established generations ago. And a woman fights to save her family and her
farm in a near-future fraught with climate calamity and disease.

Moderated by Matthew J. Trafford

with Zsuzsi Gartner, Catherine Hernandez, Mallory Tater, Doreen Vanderstoop

SIMPLY UNBELIEVABLE:
FRESH FICTION FOR UNFATHOMABLE TIMES

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/simply-unbelievable-fresh-fiction-for-unfathomable-times-tickets-119103522843


October 3

Saturday, October 3, 7:30-9:00
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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This panel discussion brings together four authors who, through a variety of
approaches and topics, are exploring what it means to be writing in our present time
of social upheaval and global climate disaster. Personal stories are interwoven with the
practicalities of beekeeping on the edge of the boreal forest in Jenna Butler’s essay
collection Revery: A Year of Bees. In Jessica John’s poetry collection How not to Spill, we
experience an Indigenous perspective of land, water, ancestry, and futures. The poetry
collection Endlings, by Joanna Lilley, gives voice to extinct animals and these poems
become poignant reminders of just how precarious existence on our planet is. In
Shaena Lambert’s novel Petra, we are introduced to the original Green Party leader
Petra Kelly whose work in 1980s Germany bears striking similarities to battles being
fought today.

Moderated by Verena Kaminiarz

with Jenna Butler, Jessica Johns, Joanna Lilley, Shaena Lambert

WRITING IN A TIME OF SLOWDISASTER

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/writing-in-a-time-of-slow-disaster-tickets-119104704377


BA, BFA, MFA programs in Fiction, Poetry,

CreativeNonfiction, Playwriting & Screenwriting

writing.uvic.ca

“UVicWriting was more
than a degree, it was a
series of mentorships or a
process of becoming—a
transformation into what I
always hoped I could be.”

—Kyeren Regehr
Cult Life (2019)

APPLICATION DEADLINES
Master’s program- December 1
Bachelor’s program- January 31

“Studying creative writing
at the University of Victoria
not only made me a better
writer, but a better editor
and reader. ”

—Mallory Tater
The BirthYard(2020)

NEW FACULTYMEMBERS
Kathryn Mockler (screenwriting, poetry, fiction)

Our StudentsMake Our Name
WRITING

My years at UVic saw the
seeds of who I was as a
writer truly blossomand
grow, and I will always be
grateful to the UVicWriting
faculty and community.

—Amanda Leduc
Disfigured(2020)



October 4

Sunday, October 4, 1:00-2:30
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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BETWEENWORLDS:
VOICE, COMMUNITY, AND COMING OF AGE

Three powerful voices, three very different books for teens and tweens. From the
poignant and insightful linked stories of Zalika Reid-Benta, to the fiercely intense teen
novel by Sheena Kamal, to David A. Robertson’s richly layered fantasy quest, these
books focus on young people navigating their worlds, facing challenges, and growing
up. While telling compelling stories, the writers also raise questions: What does it mean
to be part of a family? To belong to a community? To be loyal to others but also to be
yourself? To be caught between worlds—of childhood and adulthood, of family and
peers, of home and away, of the ordinary and the epic? To find your own voice? These
three authors have created vivid characters, layered narratives, and compelling stories.
Join us to hear them discuss their creative process and their thoughts on writing and
publishing books for young readers.

Moderated by Robin Stevenson

with Sheena Kamal, Zalika Reid-Benta, David A. Robertson

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/between-worlds-voice-community-and-coming-of-age-tickets-119105254021


October 4

Sunday, October 4, 4:00-5:30
Zoom Livestream

with closed captioning
Free, but registration required
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IN CONVERSATION: LEANNE BETASAMOSAKE
SIMPSONWITH CAREY NEWMAN

Celebrated for her uncompromising truth-telling and genre-bending style, Michi
Saagiig Nishnaabeg writer, scholar, and musician Leanne Betasamosake Simpson has
been the recipient of numerous literary accolades. Join us as she discusses her most
recent book Noopiming with Indigenous artist, master carver, filmmaker, and author
Carey Newman. Noopiming is Anishinaabemowin for “in the bush” and the title is a
response to English Canadian settler and author Susanna Moodie’s 1852 memoir
Roughing It in the Bush. Noopiming, Omar El Akkad writes, “is a rare parcel of beauty and
power, at once a creator and destroyer of forms. All of Leanne Betasamosake
Simpson’s myriad literary gifts shine here – her scalpel-sharp humor, her eye for the
smallest human details, the prodigious scope of her imaginative and poetic generosity.
The result is a book at once fierce, uproarious, heartbreaking, and, throughout and
above all else, rooted in love.”

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/in-conversation-leanne-betasamosake-simpson-with-carey-newman-tickets-119106112589
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/in-conversation-leanne-betasamosake-simpson-with-carey-newman-tickets-118662122603
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New format, but the

same great talent!

While we will miss gathering with
readers and writers in person,

we look forward to a fun evening
virtually celebra�ng local literary talent.

You can choose whether to
put on your party clothes

or curl up in a comfy sweater
while you listen to writers read
from their nominated books.

Cocktail connoisseur Rebecca Wellman
has created recipes for some celebratory
cocktails and mocktails so you can raise

a glass to the shortlisted authors in
the comfort of your own home.

Cocktail recipes will be posted on our
website at the end of August.

www.victoriabookprizes.ca
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2020 Victoria Book Prizes
Sunday, October 4
7:00 – 8:30 pm

Join us for a festive evening celebrating

our region’s finest authors.

CBC Radio’s Gregor Craigie will host
readings by authors shortlisted for this year’s

Victoria Book Prizes. The event will conclude with the
awarding of the City of Victoria Butler Book Prize ($5,000)

and the City of Victoria Children’s Book Prize ($5,000).

The shortlists will be announced at
the end of August at victoriabookprizes.ca

The Victoria Book Prize Society recognizes and
celebrates the extraordinarily accomplished
community of writers in Greater Victoria.

The Society is a volunteer-run organiza�on that
establishes the policy and criteria for the prizes,

appoints the juries and administers the compe��ons.

We are grateful for the generosity and support of our sponsors.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-victoria-book-prizes-tickets-119106748491
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-victoria-book-prizes-tickets-119106748491
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John Barton is the author of twenty-six
books, chapbooks, and anthologies, with
his twenty-seventh—Lost Family: A
Memoir, a book of sonnets—released
from Signal this fall. A three-time recipient
of the Archibald Lampman Award, he’s
also won an Ottawa Book Award, a CBC
Literary Award, and a National Magazine
Award. Between 1989 and 2018, John
edited Arc Poetry Magazine, Vernissage,
and The Malahat Review. He is the City of
Victoria’s first male, first queer, and fifth
poet laureate.

Appears in Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

Serena Lukas Bhandar is a Punjabi/
Welsh/Irish transfemme witch, youth
worker, and facilitator living as a settler
on Lekwungen and WSÁNEĆ lands. Her
Pushcart Prize-nominated writing has
appeared in print in Nameless Woman
and Turn This World Inside Out: The
Emergence of Nurturance Culture, among
other places. She is currently working on
a novel and a hybrid collection of essays
and poetry.

Appears in Queer Existence is Resistance

Yvonne Blomer is the author of a travel
memoir Sugar Ride: Cycling from Hanoi to
Kuala Lumpur, and three books of poetry,
most recently As if a Raven. Sweet Water:
Poems for the Watersheds is the second in
a trilogy of water-based poetry
anthologies she is editing. She served as
the City of Victoria’s poet laureate from
2015 to 2018. Yvonne lives and works on
the traditional territories of the WSÁNEĆ

(Saanich), Lekwungen (Songhees), and
Wyomilth (Esquimalt) peoples of the
Coast Salish Nation.

Host of Forest Poet-Tree Walk Podcast

Jenna Butler is the author of the poetry
collections Seldom Seen Road, Wells, and
Aphelion; a collection of ecological essays,
A Profession of Hope: Farming on the Edge
of the Grizzly Trail; and the travelogue
Magnetic North: Sea Voyage to Svalbard.
Revery: A Year of Bees—essays about
beekeeping, climate grief, and trauma
recovery—is out with Wolsak and Wynn
this year. Butler is a professor at Red Deer
College and farms off the grid in northern
Alberta.

Appears in Forest Poet-Tree Walk Podcast
and Writing in a Time of Slow Disaster

Kathryn Calder is a musician, songwriter,
recording artist, and record label and
studio owner based in Victoria; she is also
currently the City of Victoria's Artist-in-
Residence. For the last fifteen years,
Kathryn has been recording and touring
with indie rock group The New
Pornographers, and has released three
solo records. She loves her hometown
and is dedicated to promoting the arts on
Vancouver Island.

Host and musician of Prose Podcast

Gregor Craigie is the host of On The
Island on CBC Radio One in Victoria. Past

Festival Authors
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journalistic lives include reading the news
at the BBC World Service, political
reporting on TV, and freelancing in Asia.

Host of Victoria Book Prizes

An Officer of the Order of Canada, Lorna
Crozier has published a memoir and
eighteen books of poetry, most recently
God of Shadows and The House the Spirit
Built. She is the recipient of many
honours, including the Governor-
General’s Award and five honourary
doctorates. Steven Price called Through
the Garden: A Love Story (with Cats), her
latest nonfiction book, “one of the great
love stories of our time.”

Appears in Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

K.P Dennis is a black, non-binary, multi-
disciplinary artist, producer, director, and
activist. They were the 2016 Youth Poet
Laureate of Victoria, received the VACCS
Community Recognition Award in 2017, and
toured two of their critically acclaimed
shows, Monica vs. The Internet and LUBDUB
across Canada (2019). In 2020 they
released their first chapbook, Growing
Pains, available for purchase on their
Instagram @wild.womxn, and are
currently working on their new play 100 YT
GUYS IN AN HOUR with RageSweater
Theatre Productions.

Curator and moderator of Queer Existence
is Resistance

Leanne Dunic transgresses genre and
form to produce projects such as To Love
the Coming End (Book*hug/Chin Music
Press 2017) and The Gift (Book*hug 2019).

She is the fiction editor at Tahoma Literary
Review and is the leader of the band The
Deep Cove. She lives with various
creatures on the unceded and occupied
traditional territories of the Squamish,
Musqueam, and Tsleil-Waututh people.

Host and moderator of Poetry Podcast

Carla Funk served as Victoria’s inaugural
poet laureate and has published five
books of poetry, the most recent of which
is Gloryland (Turnstone Press, 2016). After
fifteen years of teaching in UVic’s Writing
Department, Carla now leads private
writing classes and works as an editor.
Every Little Scrap and Wonder, a memoir of
her childhood in a small town full of
logging trucks and God, was published by
Greystone Books in late 2019. Her follow-
up memoir is due out in Fall 2021.

Moderator of Truth, Trauma, Beauty, Beast

Vancouver writer Zsuzsi Gartner is the
author of the acclaimed story collection
All the Anxious Girls on Earth, and the
editor of the award-winning Darwin’s
Bastards: Astounding Tales from Tomorrow.
Her second book, Better Living through
Plastic Explosives, was a Giller Prize finalist.
Her fiction has been widely anthologized
and won National Magazine Awards.
Zsuzsi was the inaugural Frank O’Connor
International Short Story Fellow for Cork,
Ireland, in 2016. Her novel The Beguiling
will be published by Penguin Canada in
September 2020.

Appears in Prose Podcast and Simply
Unbelievable: Fresh Fiction for
Unfathomable Times
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Catherine Hernandez is a proud queer
brown femme author and artistic director
of b current performing arts. She is of
Filipino, Spanish, Chinese, and Indian
heritage, and she is married into the
Navajo Nation. Hernandez is the author of
the novel Scarborough, which is soon to be
a motion picture; won the Jim Wong-Chu
Award for the unpublished manuscript;
was a finalist for the Toronto Book
Awards, the Evergreen Forest of Reading
Award, the Edmund White Award, and the
Trillium Book Award; and was longlisted
for Canada Reads. Crosshairs is her
second novel.

Appears in Prose Podcast and Simply
Unbelievable: Fresh Fiction for
Unfathomable Times

Jessica Johns is a Nêhiyaw/English/Irish
aunty and member of Sucker Creek First
Nation in Treaty 8 territory in northern
Alberta. She is the Managing Editor for
Roommagazine and a co-organizer of the
Indigenous Brilliance reading series. Her
short story “The Bull of the Cromdale” was
nominated for a 2019 National Magazine
Award; her debut poetry chapbook, How
Not to Spill, won the 2019 BP Nichol
Chapbook Award; and her short story
“Bad Cree” is nominated for a 2020
National Magazine Award.

Appears in Writing in a Time of Slow
Disaster

Sheena Kamal holds an HBA in Political
Science from the University of Toronto,
and was awarded a TD Canada Trust
scholarship for community leadership
and activism around the issue of
homelessness. Her bestselling debut, The
Lost Ones, won a Kobo Emerging Writer

Prize, a Strand Critics Award, and Macavity
Award for Best First Novel. Her first YA
novel, Fight Like A Girl, about a teenaged
Muay Thai artist in Scarborough, was
released in March 2020.

Appears in Between Worlds: Voice,
Community, and Coming of Age

Verena Kaminiarz graduated with a BFA
from Emily Carr University in 2002 and
received a Master of Science in Biological
Art in 2008 from the University of Western
Australia. In her artistic practice, she
explores biogenetic research in a
contemporary philosophical context. Her
work has been exhibited within Canada
and internationally. Currently, she works
as an instructor in the Visual Arts
department at UVic and has facilitated
workshops exploring the intersection of
visual arts and scientific research/
documentation.

Moderator of Writing in a Time of Slow
Disaster

Beth Kope grew up in Alberta, lived in
Quebec City and Australia, and now finds
herself truly at home in Victoria, BC. The
landscape of the West Coast has staked
its claim. She has two books of poetry:
Falling Season, 2010, Leaf Press and
Average Height of Flight, 2015. Her next
collection, Atlas of Roots, will be published
by Caitlin Press in Spring 2021. This is the
third year she’s led the popular Forest
Poet-Tree Walk with Yvonne Blomer.

Host of Forest Poet-Tree Podcast
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Shaena Lambert is the author of the
novel Radiance and two books of
stories, Oh, My Darling and The Falling
Woman–all of which were Globe and
Mail best books of the year. Her fiction
has been nominated for the Rogers
Writers' Trust Fiction Prize, the Ethel
Wilson Fiction Prize, the Evergreen Award,
the Danuta Gleed Award, and the Frank
O'Connor Award for the Short Story. Her
most recent novel is Petra, inspired by the
activist and Green Party founder Petra
Kelly who changed history and
transformed environmental politics, only
to find herself caught up in a triangle of
love, jealousy, and murder.

Appears in Writing in a Time of Slow
Disaster

Evelyn Lau has authored thirteen books.
Her memoir Runaway: Diary of a Street
Kid (HarperCollins, 1989), published when
she was eighteen, was made into a CBC
movie starring Sandra Oh. Evelyn’s prose
books have been translated into a dozen
languages; her poetry has received
numerous awards. She has been writer-
in-residence at UBC, Kwantlen Polytechnic
University, and Vancouver Community
College, as well as Distinguished Visiting
Writer at the University of Calgary. Evelyn
was Poet Laureate for the City of
Vancouver (2011-2014).

Appears in Poetry Podcast

Amanda Leduc’s essays and stories have
appeared in publications across Canada,
the US, and the UK. She is the author of
the novels The Miracles of Ordinary Men
and the forthcoming The Centaur’s Wife.
She has cerebral palsy and lives in
Hamilton, Ontario, where she works as

the Communications Coordinator for the
Festival of Literary Diversity (FOLD),
Canada’s first festival for diverse authors
and stories.

Appears in Prose Podcast and Truth,
Trauma, Beauty, Beast

Joanna Lilley is an award-winning poet
living in Whitehorse. Born in the UK,
Joanna has always been drawn north,
crossing the Arctic Circle twice before
settling in the Yukon. Her work has
appeared in numerous literary journals,
including The Malahat Review and Grain.
Endlings is her third collection of poetry.

Appears in Forest Poet-Tree Walk Podcast
and Writing in the Time of Slow Disaster

Annick MacAskill’s poems have
appeared in journals and anthologies
across Canada and abroad, including
Arc, Canadian Notes & Queries, The
Fiddlehead, Plenitude, Room Magazine, The
Stinging Fly, and Best Canadian Poetry 2019.
Her debut collection, No Meeting Without
Body (Gaspereau Press, 2018), was
nominated for the Gerald Lampert
Memorial Award and shortlisted for the
J.M. Abraham Award. Her second full-
length collection, Murmurations, was
published by Gaspereau this spring. She
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on the
ancestral and unceded territory of the
Mi’kmaq.

Appears in Forest Poet-Tree Walk Podcast

Darrel J. McLeod is Cree from Treaty 8
territory in Alberta. Darrel was a chief
negotiator of land claims for the federal
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government, and executive director of
education and international affairs with
the Assembly of First Nations. He holds
degrees in French Literature and
Education. Peyakow, his second memoir
following the events in his Governor
General’s Literary Award-winning
Mamaskatch: A Cree Coming of Age, will be
out in March of 2021. Darrel lives, writes,
sings, and plays jazz guitar in Sooke, BC,
and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

Moderator of Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

Jane Munro is a Canadian poet, writer,
and educator. Her sixth poetry collection,
Blue Sonoma (Brick Books), won the 2015
Griffin Poetry Prize. Her previous books
include Active Pass (Pedlar Press), Point No
Point (McClelland & Stewart), and Grief
Notes & Animal Dreams (Brick Books).

Appears in Poetry Podcast

Carey Newman, or Hayalthkin’geme, is a
multi-disciplinary Indigenous artist,
master carver, filmmaker, author, and
public speaker. Through his father, he is
Kwakwak’awakw from northern
Vancouver Island and Coast Salish from
the Stó:lō Nation along the upper Fraser
Valley. His mother’s family are Settlers of
English, Irish, and Scottish heritage. In his
artistic practice, he strives to highlight
Indigenous, social, and environmental
issues, examining the impacts of
colonialism and capitalism, and
harnessing the power of material truth to
trigger the necessary emotion to drive
positive change.

Appears in In Conversation: Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson with Carey Newman

Arleen Paré is a Victoria writer. She has
published five collections of poetry, two of
which are cross-genre. She has been
short-listed for the BC Book Prizes
Dorothy Livesay Poetry Award; and has
won a Golden Crown Award for Lesbian
Poetry, the City of Victoria Butler Book
Prize, and a Governor General’s Literary
Award.

Appears in Forest Poet-Tree Walk Podcast

Michael Prior is a writer and teacher. His
poems have appeared in Poetry, The New
Republic, Narrative, Poetry Northwest, the
Academy of American Poets’ Poem-a-
Day series, Resisting Canada, and The Next
Wave. He is a past winner of Magma
Poetry's Editors' Prize, The Walrus's Poetry
Prize, and Matrix Magazine's Lit POP
Award for Poetry. His first collection,
Model Disciple (Véhicule Press, 2016), was
named one of the best books of the year
by the CBC. His second collection, Burning
Province (McClelland & Stewart), was
published in Spring 2020.

Appears in Truth, Trauma, Beauty, Beast

Danny Ramadan is an award-winning
Syrian-Canadian author and LGBTQ-
refugees activist. The Clothesline Swing,
Ramadan’s debut novel, won the
Independent Publisher Book Award for
LGBT Fiction, The Canadian Authors
Association’s award for Best Fiction, and
was shortlisted for Evergreen Award,
Sunburst Award and a Lambda Award. It
was long listed for Canada Reads 2018.
The novel is translated to French, German,
and Hebrew. His children's book, Salma
the Syrian Chef, was released in March
2020 by Annick Press. He lives with his
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husband, Matthew Ramadan, in
Vancouver.

Appears in Queer Existence is Resistance

Kyeren Regehr’s first collection, Cult Life
(Pedlar Press, 2020), was listed by the CBC
as poetry to watch out for. Kyeren has
twice received grants from the Canada
Council for the Arts, and enjoyed several
years on the poetry board of The Malahat
Review. Her work has appeared in journals
and anthologies in Canada, Australia, and
the US, most recently in The Literary Review
of Canada and Riddle Fence.

Appears in Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

Zalika Reid-Benta is a Toronto-based
writer whose debut short story collection,
Frying Plantain, was a finalist for the Forest
of Reading Evergreen Award, the Danuta
Gleed Literary Award, the Rakuten Kobo
Emerging Writer Prize, and the Trillium
Book Award, and was longlisted for the
Scotiabank Giller Prize. Zalika received an
MFA in fiction from Columbia University
and is an alumnus of the Banff Centre
Writing Studio. She is currently working
on a YA fantasy novel drawing inspiration
from Jamaican folklore.

Appears in Between Worlds: Voice,
Community, and Coming of Age

David A. Robertson is the author of
numerous books for young readers
including When We Were Alone, which won
the 2017 Governor General’s Literary
Award and was nominated for the TD
Canadian Children’s Literature Award. A
sought-after speaker and educator, David

is a member of the Norway House Cree
Nation and currently lives in Winnipeg. His
latest book, the first in the three-part
Misewa Saga, is The Barren Grounds
(Tundra Books, Fall 2020). He also has a
memoir, Black Water, out this fall from
Harper Collins Canada.

Appears in Between Worlds: Voice,
Community, and Coming of Age

Yusuf Saadi’s first collection is Pluviophile
(Nightwood Editions, April 2020). He
previously won The Malahat Review’s 2016
Far Horizons Award for Poetry and the
2016 Vallum Chapbook Award. His writing
has also appeared in journals including
Brick, Best Canadian Poetry 2019, Best
Canadian Poetry 2018, Canadian Notes &
Queries, Arc, CV2, and The Puritan. Yusuf
holds an MA from UVic and currently
resides in Montreal, though he thinks of
Victoria often.

Appears in Poetry Podcast

jaye simpson is an Oji-Cree Saulteaux
indigiqueer writer with roots in
Sapotaweyak Cree Nation. they often
write about being queer in the child
welfare system, as well as being queer
and Indigenous. their work has been
featured in Poetry Is Dead, This Magazine,
PRISM international, SAD Mag, GUTS
Magazine and Room. simpson resides on
the unceded and ancestral territories of
the xwməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam),
səlilwəta’Ɂɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), and
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish) First Nations
peoples, currently and colonially known
as Vancouver, BC.

Appears in Queer Existence is Resistance
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Leanne Betasamosake Simpson is a
Michi Saagiig Nishnaabeg writer, scholar,
and musician, and a member of Alderville
First Nation. She is the author of five
previous books, including This Accident of
Being Lost, which was a finalist for the
Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and the
Trillium Book Award, was longlisted for
CBC Canada Reads, and was named a
best book of the year by the Globe and
Mail, National Post, and Quill & Quire. She
has released two albums, most
recently f(l)ight.

Appears in In Conversation: Leanne
Betasamosake Simpson with Carey Newman

Madeline Sonik is an award-winning and
eclectic writer, anthologist, and teacher,
who lives in Victoria, BC. Her books
include a novel, Arms; short fiction, Drying
the Bones; a children’s novel, Belinda and
the Dustbunnys; and two poetry
collections, Stone Sightings and The Book of
Changes. Her volume of personal essays,
Afflictions & Departures, was nominated for
the BC National Award for Canadian Non-
Fiction, was a finalist for the Charles
Taylor Prize, and won the 2012 City of
Victoria Butler Book Prize.

Appears in Great Minds Don’t Think Alike

Robin Stevenson is the author of more
than twenty-five books for kids and teens.
Her work includes non-fiction (Pride: The
Celebration and the Struggle; Kid Activists),
middle-grade novels (The Summer We
Saved the Bees; Record Breaker), and YA
novels (A Thousand Shades of Blue; When
You Get the Chance). She has won a Silver
Birch Award and a Stonewall Honor, been
a finalist for the Lambda Literary Awards
and the Governor General’s Awards, and

is a five-time BC Book nominee.

Moderator of Between Worlds: Voice,
Community, and Coming of Age

Mallory Tater’s poetry and fiction have
been published in literary magazines
across Canada and shortlisted for several
awards. She was the 2016 recipient
of CV2’s Young Buck Poetry Prize. Tater’s
first book of poetry is This Will Be Good,
and she is the founder of Rahila’s Ghost
Press, which publishes limited-edition
poetry chapbooks. Tater completed her
MFA in creative writing at UBC and lives in
Vancouver with her husband. The Birth
Yard is her first novel.

Appears in Simply Unbelievable: Fresh
Fiction for Unfathomable Times

Jesse Thistle is Métis-Cree, from Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan. He is an assistant
professor in Métis Studies at York
University in Toronto. He is a finalist for
the Kobo Emerging Writer Prize and the
Indigenous Voices Awards, won a
Governor General’s Academic Medal in
2016, and is a Pierre Elliot Trudeau
Foundation Scholar and a Vanier Scholar.
He lives in Hamilton, Ontario.

Appears in Truth, Trauma, Beauty, Beast

Matthew J. Trafford earned his MFA in
Creative Writing at UBC. He has twice
been a finalist for the CBC Literary Prize,
received an Honour of Distinction Dayne
Ogilvie Award from the Writers’ Trust of
Canada, and the Far Horizons Award
from The Malahat Review. Douglas &
McIntyre published his collection, The
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Your financial support makes our
programming possible!

Every year, VFA creates a space for readers and writers to come
together for conversations that help us reimagine the world, our
community, and our places within it. Ensure that Victoria continues to
be a cultural hub of literature, enriching the lives of people in our
community through the power of story-telling, by donating to the
festival.

Donations can be made securely through CanadaHelps.org. Find us on
Canada Helps or on our website: VictoriaFestivalOfAuthors.ca/
donate. We provide tax receipts for all contributions, large and small.

Divinity Gene which Publishers Weekly
described as “shot-through with moments
of genuine pathos and even brilliance.”
Trafford continues to publish stories as
well as writing for the screen.

Moderator of Simply Unbelievable: Fresh
Fiction for Unfathomable Times

Doreen Vanderstoop is a Calgary-based
writer, storyteller, and musician. As a
storyteller/musician, she intersperses
songs among tales of all genres, including
her own original stories. Doreen performs
for audiences of all ages at schools,
libraries, festivals, conferences, and more.
She leads workshops to ignite in others a
passion for the power of story—oral and
written. Watershed is Doreen’s debut
novel.

Appears in Simply Unbelievable: Fresh
Fiction for Unfathomable Times

Jack Wang received an MFA from the
University of Arizona and a PhD in
English/Creative Writing from Florida
State University. In 2014–15, he held the
David T. K. Wong Creative Writing
Fellowship at the University of East Anglia
in Norwich, England. Stories in his debut
collection, We Two Alone, have been
shortlisted for the Commonwealth Short
Story Prize and longlisted for the Journey
Prize. Originally from Vancouver, he
teaches writing at Ithaca College in Ithaca,
New York.

Appears in Prose Podcast

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/41887
http://victoriafestivalofauthors.ca/donate/
http://victoriafestivalofauthors.ca/donate/
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